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FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Dear Community and Friends of First Presbyterian 
Church, 
 
In Matthew 8 there is a story of a Centurion soldier 
who comes to Jesus on behalf of his servant. The  
Centurion is a Roman. His servant is “paralyzed at 
home, suffering terribly” (Matt. 8:6). Jesus agrees 
to come and heal him. But the soldier responds:  
 

“Lord, I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof, but only say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. For I too am a 
man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and 
to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to 
my servant, “Do this,’ and he does it.”  
     
    Matthew 8:8-9 
 

Jesus is astonished by this man. What is astonishing 
is the Centurion’s faith (vs. 10). As a soldier he un-
derstands authority. He is given orders from those 
above him and he, in turn, gives orders to the sol-
diers who are under his leadership. He gives a com-
mand, “Go,” and the soldiers under him go. The 
Centurion has come to believe that Jesus has this 
same authority over nature – he knows all Jesus 
has to do is speak and his servant will be healed.  
 
The Centurion’s faith is marked by a particular pos-
ture. He sees himself and Jesus from a particular 
lens. And this lens colors everything he does. Just 

look at his words, “I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof.” There is no grandstanding, 
no pretense, no posturing or bravado. He has no 
presumption that he is worthy of Jesus’ help but he 
knows he needs Jesus’ help. And so he asks for it. 
He cares for his servant. You get the sense that if 
you had to be a soldier in the Roman Empire this is 
a man whose regiment you would want to be in. 
This is a man you would want to follow. He is hum-
ble. He knows his position and his place. And he 
knows who has ultimate authority. And so his hu-
mility is not weakness but strength. 
 
I remember seeing this type of humility first hand 
in a chapel sermon fifteen years ago. I went to a 
seminary that was inter-denominational. The pro-
fessors were from a variety of backgrounds. My 
final year at seminary Dr. Scott Hafemann was 
hired to teach New Testament and I still remember 
his address to the chapel at the beginning of the 
school year. He acknowledged that he had disa-
greements with other professors at the school on 
just about everything – church leadership, baptism, 
the role of the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts, inter-
pretation of the end times, the relationship be-
tween the Old Testament and the New, just to 
name a few. And then he posed a question, “How is 
it possible for the faculty to work together in the 
mission of preparing pastors for ministry when they 
don’t fully agree on so many things?” His answer 
was that there is a greater authority under which 
everyone at the seminary had pledged to serve. 
And he mentioned two of the hallmarks of the 
reformation – Sola Christus (Christ alone) and Sola 
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Scriptura (Scripture alone). Unity was possible because of a posture of humility. Jesus is Lord.  
 
Dr. Hafemann believed there was a correct answer to all of those disagreements. And I’m guessing he be-
lieved his answers to all those disagreements were the correct ones – otherwise he would believe some-
thing else. He was confident and unwavering in his teaching. But, he also recognized that he was not the 
final authority. He had strong convictions (he made it clear in my papers on Mark when he disagreed with 
me). But there was no arrogance. His goal was not to make others look bad. He was not defensive. He 
spoke and acted out of a humility borne from knowing his position and place. He also spoke and acted out 
of a confidence borne from knowing who the ultimate authority is – Jesus is Lord.  
 
This Fall we are looking at the idea that faith is a posture. And the primary posture is humility. God is God 
and we are not. However it is not just humility alone, it is also trust in the one who has ultimate authority. 
It is not simply recognizing our place but at the same time recognizing Jesus’ place. This posture colors eve-
rything we do and say and think. It marks how we interact with others, how we handle stress and suffering, 
how we respond to success and abundance. It shapes how we disagree, how we serve under others leader-
ship and how we lead. May God continue to shape this bold-humility into us. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Doug 

CON’T FROM THE PASTOR 

 
Do you like to sing?   

You are invited to join 

our church choir at any 

time.   No experienced 

needed.  Our choir 

practices most Sunday 

at 9 am.  Please con-

tact Patty Sundstrom, 

our Choir Director if 

you are interested.   

 

Phone: 360.532.1330 

Email: info@aberdeenpres.org 
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VITAL CONGREGATIONS 

On Sunday October 6th we had a congregational meeting following our worship service to discuss the 

Vital Congregations Initiative. Olympia Presbytery is one of 15 Presbyteries around the country piloting 

a 2-year process of church revitalization. We presented the basic timeline of the process. In 2020 the 

plan is to (1) get a good sense of our congregation: who are we and how has God gifted and resourced 

us at this time? and (2) a good sense of our community: who are our neighbors really? In 2021 the fo-

cus is on seeking where God is leading us as a church. The idea being once we have a clearer picture of 

our gifts and the questions and concerns and challenges our neighbor’s face we trust God will lead us 

into new avenues of ministry in bringing the good news of the gospel of Jesus to those around us. Part 

of the process is also simply looking at what makes a healthy, vital congregation. Regardless of size, 

regardless of whether churches are urban or rural, regardless of whether a church is newly planted or 

over a century old, there are common signs of spiritual vitality – joy-filled worship, dependent prayer, a 

desire to share how Jesus has impacted you with others, healthy organization and leadership struc-

tures, an outward focus, sharing life’s joys and struggles together, etc. The Vital Congregations Initia-

tive also will serve as a kind of health and wellness check-up: How are we doing in these areas?  

 

It was unanimously passed by the congregation to recommend to the Session of Elders that we official-

ly join the Vital Congregations process. At the Session meeting on October 10 the elders affirmed this 

recommendation. The Presbytery of Olympia is dedicating part of their meeting in November to pray 

for and to commission ten churches in the Presbytery who will be going through this process with us. 

And then we will officially begin in January.     

 

A huge piece of this is prayer and conversation with one another. The point is not to discover the pro-

gram that will get dozens of new people into the church. The point is to have a vital spiritual life and 

that happens through prayer and in community as we learn to trust in Christ and share about what He 

is doing in our lives with one another and with others. And so in the coming months we plan to put to-

gether a Vital Congregations team that, among other things, will to be providing specifics for prayer. 

But even before we officially begin we can start praying and talking now. Here are a few things to pray 

about. 

 

Prayer – Pray for the right Vital Congregations Team for us as a church. And listen to 

yourself and God about whether you might want to be on that team. Pray for the right 

Facilitator to be assigned to our congregation – there are 3 Facilitators who will work 

with us but one of those will be specifically assigned to help us in the process. Pray 

about what scares you about this process. Share that with someone from the congre-

gation and ask them to pray for you too.  
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GREETINGS FROM STEWARDSHIP! 

September 2019 FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

For September, budgeted income was $10,885.92 

For September, actual income was $17,258.63 

September budgeted expenses were $12,180.52 

September actual expenses were $11,407.20 

 

This represents $5,851.43 surplus for the month of September, and a $1,343.38 deficit for 
the year to date.  

 

 

Blessings, 

 

Stewardship 

   Actual   Budget   Actual   Budget   Total Budget  

   September September  YTD   YTD   Year of 2019  

INCOME  $          17,259   $          10,886   $           113,652   $            96,873   $           132,531  
EXPENSES  $          11,407   $          12,181   $           114,996   $          118,479   $           157,630  
NET  $            5,851   $          (1,295)  $             (1,343)  $          (21,605)  $           (25,099) 

Aberdeen Food Bank Holiday Donations 

Aberdeen Food Bank is in need of 100 cans of 

Evaporated Milk for Thanksgiving (by Fri, Nov 15) 

and 100 cans for Christmas (by Sun, Dec 15).  

Please drop them off at church. 
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Middle School Youth Outings 
Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 1 pm (Meeting at Church Parking Lot) 

Bowling at Rainer Lanes  
 

Vespers Worship Service 
Sun, Nov 10, 2019 from 7-8 pm 

Hosted by First Presbyterian Church of Aberdeen  
 

Thanksgiving Potluck 
Sun, Nov 17, 2019 after Sunday Worship 

 
Kettle Klash 

Thurs, Nov 21, 2019.  Door opens at 11:30 am 
Hosted by Harbor City Church 

 
Greening of the Church 

Sat, Dec 7, 2019 at 8:30 am (Tree Pick up & Set up) 
 

Middle School Youth Outings 
Sun, Dec 8, 2019. at 1 pm 

TBA  
 

Choir Cantata 
Sun, Dec 8, 2019 at 10 am 

 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Sun, Dec 15, 2019 at 10 am 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Tues, Dec 24, 2019 at 5 pm & 10 pm 

 
Feed the Hungry 

Sun, Dec 29, 2019 at 11:30 am (Setup) 
First United Methodist Church 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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