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FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Dear community and friends of First Presbyteri-
an Church, 
 
After doing a quick skim of the book of Acts it is 
amazing to see the unique ways in which the 
early church began to grow. The passage quoted 
above took place in Philippi by the riverside 
where Lydia comes to faith in Jesus after talking 
with Paul. In Athens, Paul confronts the philoso-
phers who are in the Areopagus. In Lystra, Paul 
and Barnabus talk to a man who was unable to 
walk and was begging on the side of the road. 
The Ethiopian Eunuch begins to trust in Christ 
and is baptized on the side of the road after Phil-
ip explains to him the meaning of Isaiah 53 and 
how it points to Jesus. There are lots of conver-
sations in Synagogues and in people’s homes. 

Prisons are used multiple times as the setting 
where people come to see Jesus for who he tru-
ly is for the first time. Even the guards who are 
in charge of watching Paul under house arrest in 
Rome are not immune to the mysterious work-
ings of the Holy Spirit.   
 
God is “no respecter of persons” as the old King 
James puts it and “no respecter of places” ei-
ther. God can and does use just about any place 
and any situation imaginable to bring people out 
of darkness and dread and despair and into light 
and life and faith. This should give us hope. The 
conversations we have with family and friends 
and neighbors are no different than the conver-
sations that the earliest followers of Jesus were 
having. The same Spirit is with us as was with 
them. 

Cont’ p.2 
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Someone recently asked me how the summer was going at the church this year? I am not always sure 
what kind of answer that question is looking for but it got me thinking about the various events we have 
had this summer. In June we helped with the community VBS. In July the Aberdeen Food Bank moved 
into our basement and the Staying Active and Independent for Life class started up in our building after 
the fire at the Senior Center. We continue to host the CMA 12 step meetings and provide dinner once a 
week; we host an Alzheimer’s care giver support group once a month, a grief support group for those 
who experience traumatic tragedies, and a Korean speaking congregation. We opened up our building 
to the Bike and Build group who worked on a Habitat for Humanity house and we were one of the sites 
for the Neighborhood Night Out block parties that happened all over town. Raindrop is busy underway 
getting the school room ready for another year of preschool. Most of these can of course simply be pas-
sive relationships where we share the same building and never really interact with one another. But, 
most of them also can provide a nice, non-threatening “neutral space” where we can build relationships 
with those in the community we don’t know or with whom we don’t normally come into contact.  
 
Ed Welch has a nice little book called Side by Side. In the second half of the book he simply lists steps of 
how we build relationships with one another. It happens automatically in real life and it feels a little silly 
to even lay things out like this – as if building relationships can be broken down into steps. But, I have 
found that it is actually extremely helpful to see how simple it is to intentionally begin caring for one an-
other. For example, here is a list he gives of how new relationships form: 
 

We greet them. 
We have short but meaningful conversations. 
We gradually discover what is important to them. 
We begin to pray for them. 
We see the good things in their life, we enjoy talking with them. 
We have longer conversations. We share struggles. 
We continue to pray for them.  

 
This list, in one way or another happens all the time. This list also describes what happened in each of 
those situations in the book of Acts. It is not rocket science. But, this list also describes something that 
requires intention – moving beyond surface conversations to important and meaningful conversations 
has to be a commitment. Praying for people has to be a commitment. Finding time to meet for longer 
conversations has to be a commitment.  
 
What excited me about my quick review of Acts was that simple commitments to engage with one an-
other in conversation about things that matter in people’s lives is a primary way God is at work in the 
world. This is perhaps the most important thing we can do as a church – with one another and with the 
community around us. I am looking forward to just these types of conversations with many of you this 
Fall.   
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Doug  

CON’T FROM THE PASTOR 



FALL 2018  3 

GREETINGS FROM STEWARDSHIP! 

PROFIT AND LOSS 
 
For July, budgeted income was $12,002. 
For July, actual income was $8,620. 
July budgeted expenses were $14,543. 
July actual expenses were $14,283. 
This represents $5,663 deficit for the month of July, and a $22,842 deficit for the year to date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since last Spring we have continued to carry a similar deficit of nearly $23,000. Obviously, this exceeds 
the level of deficit we had planned for, and we hope to catch up during the fall and winter months. If 
you have been thinking about an additional gift, it would be greatly appreciated. As we grow closer to 
creating a 2019 budget, it would be helpful to know where we stand sooner rather than later.  
 
Our church family shares many blessings, but we are also extremely grateful for the fruition of the 
East side window project. This investment in our future as a church simply would not have been possi-
ble if not for the outpouring of support that came in over the last year. Thank you Aberdeen First 
Presbyterian! 
 
Our total assets as of July 28th, 2018 were $303,982 less the committed window project funds, and 
Recovery Grays Harbor funds.  There are $237,685 in available church assets.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Stewardship 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget Total Budget 

  July July Year to Date Year to Date Year of 2018 

Income $8,620 $12,002 $68,182 $83,766 $146,031 

Expenses $14,283 $14,543 $91,024 $93,593 $156,092 

Net $-5,663 $-2,541 $-22,842 $-9,827 $-10,061 

The window project started in the end of July.  Our 
contractor completed the installation of the win-
dows in mid-August.  The exterior trim is installed 
along with the molding on the inside of the win-
dows.  Next, the contractor will work on painting 
the exterior.  Our hardworking volunteers are 
working on painting the interior trim, cleaning the 
curtains and putting them back in place. 

WINDOW PROJECT UPDATES 
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Fall Kick-Off Party 
Sun, September 9, 2018 

After 10 am Sunday Worship 
 

Family Movie Night w/Pizza & Popcorn 
Sat, September 22, 2018 

5:30 pm—7:00 pm 
 

Feed the Hungry at First United Methodist Church 
Sun, September 30, 2018 

11:30 am Set up 
 

Harvest Festival (Potluck, Families, Friends & Games) 
Sat, October 20, 2018 

5:30 pm—7:00 pm 
 

Fall Church Potluck 
Sun, October 28, 2018 

After 10 am Sunday Worship 
 

Family Bowling Night 
Sat, November 17, 2018 

5:30 pm (Pizza at church) & 6:30 pm (Bowling at Rainer Lanes) 
 

Thanksgiving Potluck 
Sun, November 18, 2018 

After 10 am Sunday Worship 
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